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Abstract

Tolkappiyam is not only the foremost grammar book of the Tamil language but also
serves as the foundational theoretical work of Tamil literature. Tolkappiyar took the
grammatical content prevalent in his times and analysed the three aspects of literature- form,
content, and artistic beauty and formulated Tamil literary theory. It is only against this
background of literary theory that the prosody (yvappiyal) of Sangam literature can be
understood and comprehended. Yappiyal is the field that explains the structural grammar Of
poems. Tolkappiyar has distributed the elements of prosody across all three sections: the
Ezhuttadikaram (Orthography Section), the Solladikaram (Etymology Section), and the
Poruladikaram (Content Section). Basic elements such as measure (mdttirai) and letter
(ezuttu) are included in the Ezhuttadikaram; elements such as tradition (marapu), ellipsis
(eccam), and preface (munnam) are included in the Solladikaram; and elements such as
syllable-unit (asai), metrical foot (cir), line (adi), prosodic structure (yappu), modulation
(titkku), alliteration/rhyme (totai), perspective (nokku), verse type (pa), measure (alavu),
beauty (vapzappu), and mode (vazram) are included in the "Poetry Section” (Ceyyul/iyal) of
the Poruladikaram. The connections and differences between the prosodic grammar theories
of Tolkappiyar's time and later treatises on prosodic grammar are being studied. Specifically,
how the concepts such as measure (mattirai), letter (ezuttu), the short vowel 'u' after a
consonant (kuzriyalukaram), the shortening of 'ai’ and 'au' (aikara-aukara-kurrukam), and
elongation (a/apedai) mentioned in the Ezhuttadikaram are modified in poetic practice, as
well as how the elements such as tradition (marapu), ellipsis (eccam), and preface (munnam)
mentioned in the Solladikaram apply to prosody, are examined in detail. These theories are
explained by taking Sangam literary poems as examples. Through this study, it becomes clear
that Tolkappiyar has designed prosodic grammar as an integrated theory across the three
levels of orthography, etymology, and semantics and those later prosodic grammarians have
made certain alterations to them. The aim of this article is to analyze the elements of prosody
in an integrated manner from the perspectives of orthography and etymology.

Keywords: Tolkappiyar, Orthography, Morphology, Parts of Speech, Prosody, Metrics.
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Abstract

Literature is the written expression of the various emotions and activities of people.
The elements of the lives of people with a rich civilisation and culture are expressed through
the language they speak as different forms of literature across different periods. It is natural
that the emotions that help shape literature also change over time. As time changed, these
underwent many transformations and innovations. From the Sangam literature to present-
day Haiku poetry, human intelligence has advanced greatly. Among these, modern poetry
made its own distinct mark at the end of the twentieth century. In poetry, aesthetic feeling is
most evident. Among all emotions, aesthetic feeling may be considered the foremost emotion
for human beings. Beauty gives pleasure to humans; therefore, people are attracted to
beauty, which gives delight. It may be said that the world continues to function without
weariness because of the stimulating feeling called beauty. This article explains the ideas on
such ‘aesthetics’ expressed in the works of Gnanakoothan.

Keywords: Beauty, Description, Evening, Mountain, Imagination.
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w&HBMeOT 1LIVGUD) 2_60TII6Y [BI6WVSEOGLD GCIFUIVHEGLD GCILIIGHILI 6TAPSHILT LIFHILIGLI
BIVSBIwID. 2 Wihs BIHIGDSUILD  LISHTLITL DL UJLD CIBTE0TL  LDSHNIIT — UTLPSHNSHS
In Y B6IT, YT BT CLIGLD Glomfluilesr euruflevrssd sreVnGETmLh L1sVGeum) (3)eVdBIILIBIS TS
ClouaflLiLiGBIvT DT, B)VSHIILD 2_(5LICNID 2_F6) LD 2 60T/ 6)FHEHLD FBTeVSCHT YLD LOT M6 (156D
BlwsOGLI. B)swey HTeV oTDMEBIDCHDLI LIV OTHDBISEBL L|FIDLOFEGLD F60dT (RN F/bId%s
BVsslwh 6lsrLmis @ICLTS) ewansdn Hallens sy wevll56llsr ymleyssmer GlLpL
QUM &S] GlLmMY6Tend). (Z)BI6V B)IBLISTLD BIDMTE0TIg 60T QUUS AV LS5 BM NG 60T 6lB6ITIY
60T WPSBIOTDUILT LIFSSTNS/. BMeWSFHNV GUIIGLOLITEILD YLPBUID 2_600TII6Y YBIBLOTS
BTRTLILIGIBIITDS]. 6TEVSVT 2 60T/ 6))H6W6N S HTL 198D  LDTIBED%HS YLPHUID 2 60T/ 6)f
BEWSVGHLOUITEOT 2_60TH6UTS 2 66N/ 6TTSVTLD. P WelBe0ib& B)OTLIGMSS H(HH|DS),
6TeTGey  BVTLID  F(HLD  YLPHBIWGT  LOGTHA BT UIGLOLIBISOTDSTT. Y& — 6TERYLD
2 T YL L SHITT6D Z)isysVsLD  GClGTUIVsVTS GClGTL %I (B)uIBIs)s% 6% TevTLy (55HMS5/
6TGITGUITLD. (Q)FH6ITDLOUITEIT ‘YLPBNUISV BT 60T %I G55H60T LIGDL LILIHNIV GlouerILiLI(B)% 5501
B(GSEI BN 6T(HSSHIOTLILIST S (3)%5L (BT YW LO%H|D].

GDIILFOFTDSEET: L&, 61(HENTENET, LOTEHEVGILIT(LYGI, LDEM6V, &M LIGHEIT.

ST

S|PG 6TEITLIGI 2 6T6NGHMTeD 2 6WITdh Fnlgll 2 eWTTeUTEHL. B)bs 2 enrieugsna@ o uili
QBETHULGCH Hewev Y GHLD. HWeV LIV euaTiTdFHdh GlaTent(h @UICLTS SallewsuwTs aueTibHg
BIDEDGI. sallengdd aemear CBTHLILL 2 SSwTs @) (HHSTYID, M 6u[HewilHEGHLD LPewm
CaTanTCGL @)bhs SHallmsullsr Femer HPlw wigub. eTHOSTH @evsSwTs @) HbSTID,
2 5HBE @ 6ThD 6Tey PHSWCLT HCFH 6rey ou(hHETENaTdhE (PHaHWLD ClaT(HdhEHI 2 6TarTdsir
HallEhTH6T. Y HHUMSBUIED EHTATHInHHEI QUTHET, HTH Halensdbafley eurLpdenssuilsd,
BL&HSTD Peubleur® Blapeweuujd Feweulitil sallewswrTs LewL GG WL (HILD HVEVTLOV
aumenfldh gl 2 sirermi. 9ewsCuw rmiieuGs (9)dbaL (hewruilsy GBTdhadbLom@Ld.
AYPS

ISP G 6TTLGI STEIEILTPHID, CHL_ G CUTSHID, 2 ewT(Hd GlLTIpsID G5 TesTmID
BEVEYIERTTOUTGHLD. PG, — 6T6ITLIGI  HTEWILIUT  HEWTGWITL L SH60 2 6T6TgHI VUG
STt HHSHl6V 2 _6Tomg) 6TaTeVTLD. CILIT([HET p6dT@M 6TevleID §P(HOUHEHE LG 6T6dT
Capretrmib aflagwid HEIMT(HU(HEHE HPIDMSTHS CHTTMEVTID. DY ENHIWITE) PG, 6T6ITLIG|
sTenTUafledT  aTHlewevenwidF  FTTHSSTGL. PG  eflsefledr o ewriesemer
UrgliitedlsSledin SHeTewTTIqWITS 2 6T6aTgl. PG 6T60Tm OlFTe) LdhaHer 6TV EeVTTmTeYLD
LwsSTURSSLILBSIMGI. evfls 2 ewTieysaflsh L @EamTI6ay (LPSHETEMLOWITS 2 6TaTg|. F)UWIsVLITS
B HEGL JYHlemesT QUINenS: PG THTMID, LIHATT 2 (HauTshsliLBauemns CFuwHems
PG eTeTUT Y MEhT. ClFWMHeNs: PG 6TITLGI HeWeV eTTlILIHFMGI. STlwTalsT sHHTVS
S0 HTTHl, “HenramTTGr HTSTGLT, WaTSTCLT, YuaisEG G)aflen edevg)
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WEPFF QT HESSLOTERT &6WTLD, SSHSIITET FHTewId, R(PHIG Wewp” (Sflwraier $HHETVS
S0P &BITH, L. 52) etedrmy alendasd HHAMG. HPHG S HETTS, “LE& — ADLIY, BTV
QURTLIL|ST RPHTMI, HHTL FHSBHWMT, LITSSDE Beflewwwrss Casrermiougl, H&s 6lFwed”
(Bpxs5 SO H&rrd), 1.54) stermy CuTmsT FHEDG. @UiTHITBTS STIniT, “6TEOTHSG,
Grrgrewsuts uHY) eTeiTerr G\GMujid? eTedTLIENS 6TsiTedITeL GlFTVedailL (pLgu|Ld. Y OTTEV, IHD
Grrggreilesrrey BreiT jewL_HleTn @eiTUSMS CHIigwTs papsugid ClFTeved el (pigujom?”
(YT QYalwed, L. 9) eTeaTm FnMIUSTYL PG UDPBIW HHSS WD suswTweHD ClFiiieug)
9|MGI 6T6ITLIENS 2 _6WTTEVTLD. (9)SHBHTEMLOWITET BLPHHEIT 2_6TTSHBHM6D 2 60T HTedr (Lplgu)SLo
Sy aurigHewswrsGaur, Gwryfl cpsuwTsGeur 2 avTihiems ppsugiwms GleusfliiLiBsHs
Py euUBlVeneV. 6TeullenID wH OlFTHHETTY suswIWMIGEHSTD PwHFEHemer &TevnbEHTmILD
W6 TEHEBLD SHmeTTiieuTerissend GLom6ls et (h eu(HaedTmesti
I EY
OSwey  eTerTeyId  FHLOPFOFTL Y miSleVGFHL eV IgHey  (Aesthetics) eTesTmy
aunisLLGF DG @)F6FTsv Aesthetickos srsrenid HCrisd GFmsvedledHhgI 2 (HouTeTg.
Aesthetickos srsiteniid SCrdsd GlFTsLedlh Gl ‘LeveiTasarTsd Ml 2 _ewriey’ stedrmy OLIT(HsiT.
OPBNIGD  6THTLIGEWST ‘WPIHBWIS)’  6TTM)  .F.EHTOTFIDUBSHT FnmuSIDTi. @evdbdlws
FSOTTIUTOTTHET D)HWIT P(h HAHHMVS FIMHOWTES H(Hd UTTHS 6U(HASITM6TIT.
9.Cleu.a Ll renflwieT ojauiser,
@)STLAPL (DD HEDVHET HEVATHMBU|LD QR(h HWDWTHES YSDEH PHW6D 6T6TMI
B)&&TVSSl0 G euyBIGEDGI. BV WD @) HeweVGW 6TTLSTEY ()60 Wi LpLd
I W&wed giewmuilest h LGS WTSDGI. (Spslwed - @@ yslw umriemeu, . 10)
sTedTm) el EaflbSmri. surpaiwm HerehdluiLb,
PISNWeD 6T6ITLIGI JP@& uMilhS @(h CUTHEDaTd STERIDCUTSH VUG LS T6T
wpeopuiled @ Smbdemer Geuaflull@PoOCuTg gHu@L 2 avriddlwmrg. (surpailwmh
serehFwid, QBTG -1, L. 889)
TSI M.
EHT BT In SBH60T165T JLPSNWIed LITTenel
UHwIGE@ 2 ulli QsTHLUECH HFlL LWSTUHSSHID 2 SB|HEHLD 6 (THEW6WT LD
DG, EHTATEInGHT SHalewsserey @euallranrHb HSEwres STETUILURSDSI. JewSHLl
LiledTex (HLOT M & TERTEVTLD.
611 (5 GUBT6M 63T
62 (I 653T 6 63T 9J6» LouISerevoTLg Wi aflgib G EEN] ete0.emeuwimLfllilsiremer
GO BHensullsy,
‘wrGsemitd @@ OQurmewer, BT USDOULL GuedySemerujld Y niley
sTefFHuPmITn, PG SFewauuwbuL  oilleufSsidE FnnIQIGISTET 6(HEVTENERT,
QuTewTLd TTDTEY BIMID Hvsveur? @\Sledmhs alleufEsliu@Bid CuT@mer 9waE&DmIF
GarLil&@ioLy euHewTensnT ewivgsd) Ceussr(Hid (D UIG®H), Yalwsd Gariumr®
2_(heUTE&ESS DG LYbHSLOD B)evsawniseaiey LBseriy @uev-1, u. 77) eterdlmmi.
S|BTeUGI, LIPHSLOIPLI LjsVeuTH6T @uinend au(HenTenesT, ()6mMm e (HenTenest, wahafli 2 miliLbev
QU(HENTENET, WML  UHEWTENST, alleUBIGHET LMHMID  LIDEDEUSBET  6)(hHEHTEW 6T HEM 6T S
SOUTL V&H6fle0  LTIgujeToresri. (@lsusuhanTensrseaflsy ST F PG, eUgel  HLPEGLD
FAPSHSTHET 6TOTVTID. R)VSFISHBHV LIHL_LILITOTET ST BlewesTdhGHLD &H(HSHeWITF F5LpM
UerearewflCGuir®  op@Ler  &sTLAlu@BSs  CFTevsv  aupemtenst  LweTUBS DS
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USSILILITL 1q60 @)L 1bGlLm)iD 621 (T 6T 63 63T &5 61T 9| S SHEW S ILIGIT. LewL_LILITeTestlesr
sPUaTSSDenerr GlouaflEETL (HId auTUlVEHETTS 6 (HEDTEMRTHET HEWLOHBTMEIT. 6TATG6U
@ evsHlwsaflsy oumenTeneT @) eTHwenLWTS G)LSewsLl1 CluMISIDS.
@unends 6 (messTeM BT

Qunens STeT (pHeL CHTLPRTTS 6TevvTaw lSHHS DT evflBedr. FuinHewssuiledr cLpevLd &medr
BTG 2 66 2 ewiiaysemer CleuaflliL®sSSpri. Quipews @eTy weflgerTsy surpGeur
S|V WS FhHewedT GIFUIWILLTE () (hdbd (LPLgWTH).

@unens stetm GOILLILL a6t Sallgheflsit 2 srensgled CameiTmioug @uihensL

QumredleyLer Srewriu@d SLID, uTeYID, HS|(HD, Bleveyd, euTeTallsVaLD,

oferifenid, @Germid, Ymeiubd, elligeaurenid, HbISluw saillegheflsar o srarssled

Jp@GwriFfepwsg grergalll B Qeflw  salmsullener  CsThmiaildsslsrmenr.

@swarCu  @ubhens aumewTenar  sTaTSCDTLD.(GBVTSGIMmSZST  SHallewssefed

9jpalwev, L. 31)
3)55Hbems CospIb eusYICFiTdh @D allsLors,

weTenfler  WESSGIUSMBSUD FubDensuiler TV CETEHHFLD  IjLpdlewevTuyLd

sTOSgIriugsmil @)L eumeug @ubens ubhpl aumpaTenaTT@. (Geverifluwd

SL0LD BreusLEaflev 6u(HemTenesTSH6T, Li. 56)
6TTSHIDTT L1516V FLOF).
UITEBTLD

@) rafler &HewwwTesT suresrd afligujibEUT gl HHTeueTledr 6uHEMBUITED ClFnIHTHS6T
QUSRTENTS S @ LOTMILD. (PIPSMLOWITS BIMLD LTMIUSND G (peiTedri Y bIsTHRICSH Glsflujn Caumy
LISV 6U6BIT6RIT LD M M BI%HEWET,

Qv rHmid Cumg)

9 uiGs B)mGs

QaNwsgssTCer GFiiu]Ld

6TEATM &I HTENEV UTETLD (6T SH6oT Haflewgaser, L. 534)
6T6ITM)| SIPGLIL & FnMIEDTT. UTETLD LISISEHD @)Teyd@&Hdb@Gh uTevwrs GlFweVLIHESTng).
SjsuailyenTiger WTHDHSHEHHL HeTewerujd LTHMYIGE C&THTEMSHI. YewL WTHMIOIHSLI
GuTev @) reyld LIGSYILD H6BTHI eUTNTHeN LTMHMId Cl& Ty (hSEMSI. SpewL wTHmid CLTg)
Carepad OsflwgsTCer CFiiujb 6TedTm HTeWsVeWLI LITTSGE eurerd Cuameusmnsls Guime
ST AL SSlujsrarmi.
LomemeY GlLITEpgI

EpIFHD Blov FlewewTuiled Hemeveussfledr Blewesroured snILIaddHs FnlgUl FISTLIGMS
QeuaflliLiPSEID suemsuilsd Fewevall Hardh @IBISD 2 ewrieney QUINNS FTilhd
GLBleweVsemerd: Glarenr(h OCeualliL®SSISIDTeT. GILIHLLITID HITMML W HISTLIGHDSH
wHemTm Curmer g FTHY HUGLTHEHLD FiSTULILHMUSTSS HeweVal SHeTeIeHL Wl
SleTUGmS GleuaflliLIHdHHID allHLOTES LITL D&H6T WL HFHISTOTSI. B HF FTSTDHTS,

LOTEDEV [5 — ST DS SIDHSTET Bleweurgedl6ir, HwbLLss

Gumrg) Cumsv Gallbg eT6dT 6TLHI6V B6VID 6T6ITEHOITILI

9 itflenm eueisr(h) gy i, fewesriiyi CUTed sewer ol L

STSHEVTLI L|ewTi hHeui &riflend H1q85606VTII,

LTeneL b — S L0ESE STpFeneril LFCFibHgGl LTy, rliL,

UensLOl& g 6\bEpFHCHLD LjesTewLd LImymL_(Heumiis
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SWEHLES LewTiFAWwmi, STIp6E Ty BHILpsvensv

LPe®S (WPSLD FMHSEITET, (PMIUILD Flg&HeVeVTiil (H60g56\HTems, L. 118: 9-20)
6TeQILD LITL VTedTgl GV BEIMGI. HsTeugl, Lflalew 9,mmTs semsvail wremers GLimipslsv
HTHOTHET Fnlg (FTULTS @) HLULMS LGS FmmiFprer. Cuopasramid Fhis (§svdhsw
5601505 TemsE 11 GUITL HallehT 6HTOTdHIn GSH6T LD Hailewsuiled GleueflliLi(hbslujsrarTi.

SLD6V LFW UITERTSS60 auen i

LOTENEV (PWeTMI C\&TevTIY (HHSSI

SL66V @ STHMI &HMIEHFLI LIvsTen ST LD

(H STHIHI LITEHEVLI LIGHTERSWTU|LD LITL &

STHVTHET Fnlq US(HESDTTH6T (€HTETHI SBH60T Hallengssir, Li. 546: 4-8)
O TES] LDTEm6V GBrsHslev HL_MEHeWuilesr HTHEVTEH6IT HBIS6T HTHEM6V
QeusflliL®SSib(LewTige), srTseor all @ Uiflbg Caovaid  Blspeweuwd(Lfsev)
T(HSSHIWILILSTS B)doHallens 2 sTerg).
SDHLIEHEIT

HDHLHST 6T6iTLIG HallehiHehsCs 2 flw Gewrwrgld. sallepisaflst &HLUeTES,
eTeVemeV allgléss (plgwrgl. euflet spusver uraids Sl Liug). sHusaTCW FHailewssa,
2 uilifd G&ETHSE M.

spuewest wells eurpeydsd Q@erlusnwwrsgl. yfbgh  Osmerer  wpigwirs

Qumreirsemer Lfbg Carerarayd o ewribg Cl&merer (PLYWTHuDEND 2 68Tii bl
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Abstract

The Anamalai Tiger Reserve, located in the Western Ghats—one of the world’s
important biodiversity hotspots and a major regulator of India’s climate—is also home to six
indigenous tribal communities. Among them, the Malasar tribe living in the Kozhikamuthi hill
settlement has a population of 204 people. The Malasar community has a unique indigenous
culture that is closely connected with biodiversity conservation and ecological sustainability.
Their traditional way of life reflects their long-standing role as protectors of the forest and
hill ecosystems. However, despite their ecological knowledge and cultural importance, the
Malasar tribe continues to face serious socio-economic marginalisation. Even after 78 years
of India’s independence, the community still lacks proper basic facilities and remains
excluded from mainstream educational opportunities. These conditions create major
challenges for their livelihood and also threaten the preservation of their unique cultural
heritage. Therefore, improving the socio-economic conditions and educational inclusion of
the Malasar community is necessary to protect their distinct indigenous identity and
traditional ecological practices.

Keywords: Kozhikamuthi Settlement, Socio-Economic Conditions, Cultural Dynamics,
Malasar Tribes.
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QUrriihg  Ffl  GQFiig upmiglyseflear Fups Guiburiewr. o miFleFiiw  GeusnT(HIb.
CarflawpdHd WweFT LPBIGLsafleT LaTUT(H mIEGeTer LVYUTE FGLpewevd 6HTHBTey
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Abstract

Ancient Tamil literature dating back over 2,000 years praises the Kongu Vellalars,
referring to them as “Vel” and “Velir.” The Kongu Vellalars take pride in associating
themselves with the term “Velanmai,” which denotes benevolence and service to others, and
in naming their region “Kongu Nadu” by combining this concept with the name of their
land. Traditionally, the Vellalars possessed the right to crown kings and to grant
endowments or gifts. They were known for their protective nature, safeguarding people, land,
and carttle. Because of this quality, they were referred to as “Kamindar” by other
communities. Over time, this term evolved into “Gounder,” a title that continues to be in use
today. Compared to other communities, the Kongu Vellalars maintain distinct customs,
rituals, and social practices, many of which are still followed today, as evidenced by field
studies. They are known for their strong sense of kinship and for leading lives rooted in love
and virtue. They preserve and honor their lineage and clan deities, passing these traditions
on to the younger generation. Despite significant advancements in medicine, science, and
technology, field research indicates that a primary focus of the Kongu Vellalars remains the
preservation and transmission of their ancestral customs, culture, and beliefs to future
generations.

Keywords: Kongu Vellalar, Lifestyle, Customs, Beliefs.
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Gesueir  steormytd  Gsuertii ersorgyd 2000 Yo BHEBSSG wpDLIL L (ZVSEUWIBIST
BTG Ceuemmearigsewer ADLUILIESIL LTHBDS.  CIBETEIS  CeUTTOTI BT 2 LIGTTLD
wpmIh  LIDIESSG 2SSV eTeTm) CIITIEOTLIRL G TenTewLy 6T6iTe) LD  GlFTeVasmsor
SBISNMS) [BTL Q6T (I LIGHUITET CIBTEIG 6TaTeQ/d GlLwpshes Lior  GCeuermeri
6TITEYLD  ClIwIswT (WIS S5/% CIHTT(H) CIBETBIG UGN 6T60T Y UpddsLiLI(He)FsV
Blstmyeuswr GGG CIBTOaTHIGIMOTI.  YTFIHEBHSG — LPLYSGL(DUSDESLD  LODMILD
WEDSHCIBETeWL. Y ILUSDSGL) 2 MW LIHDL GHUTHOT — CoUSTTENTENLD 6T
BT ESTT 105567, BTG, HTUBHL  6T60  YWITGHDBUILD — LITSIHTHEHL — H6IT6DLD
2 WL weugmil  TBIGUSTED  QUTHeWT  HTLTL T 6TTRY LD  B)OTSG6T B6NT
YPDUPSHET.  BTTDL MV BTLOTL I 61O Gl 10(5ef]  HeYedTL_ I 6T DTS/
BL6lwi  Gstmyeuswgs  aupsEESEH0 B mBsI  UBHIDS.  ClETEIG  Geuermemri LD
Blsvrgsreuisewer il FHmY CoumyiL () LIPSSUPSHBBIHET FL BIEHAPOMDBET  UTLP6I6D
BEDL_(LPpsOMBNENT  B)TH)  UDT HWL LI FS5/ U(IBHIOTMEIT  6T6ILY H6T QYUIM6dT (LpsvLD
YW (pLy NG| FDDLD  SAPRNUIUTHET. YITDLIUILD Y TDGNTUILD UTLPUTS G5 T6vT(H)
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Abstract

Sangam literature serves as a cultural trait and a reflection of the lifestyle of the
ancient Tamil society. This research paper deeply describes the social background of Tamil
clothing design, the use of ornaments, and their grooming methods as revealed through
Sangam poems. The paper extensively compiles the technological and evolutionary transition
of human attire—moving from primitive times when humans lived in harmony with nature
wearing leaves, tree barks, and animal skins, to the civilization's progress that led to the
weaving and wearing of cotton, silk, and ultra-fine fabrics described as fine as 'snake's skin'.
Furthermore, this paper explains the advanced grooming and lifestyle nuances of ancient
Tamils, such as women spinning yarn at home under lamplight and their active participation
in the weaving industry; the social status reflected through ornaments like the tiger-tooth
amulet (pulipal thaali) worn by children, the warrior’s anklet (veerakkazhal) worn by men,
and the anklets (silambu), waist-bands (megalai), rings (paandil), and conch bangles worn
by women; the signature garlands of the three great dynasties (Moovendhar), the wartime
flower-wearing traditions of warriors, and the essential practice of women adorning
themselves with flowers; along with grooming techniques like perfuming the hair with
eaglewood smoke (akil), and applying red cotton sap (sempanchu kuzhambu) and fragrant
unguents (thagarum). Through these elements, this paper establishes that clothing and
ornaments were not merely for external beauty, but also stood as symbols of gender roles, life
ethics, and the socio-economic civilization of the ancient Tamil society.

Keywords: Sangam Literature, Women, Clothing, Ornaments, Adornment, Leaf Garment.
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FBIS HT6V EHEHET LVGUM| eUMBUWITET IewilEHe0siTEHemertl LIeTURSS W euLpdHLD
HooarTaSmgl. &redley  GlumeTarTevmressr FaHmiens. @)HLULING GlursTwenflullsvresr  suL_Lb,
9HTELO6V Feubs Lieu Ul misHeT Heummler Goed LybgiHlev. enaulls 9y Glgmiy, sumsi,
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Abstract

Contemporary humanity is divided into diverse races and communities, among which
indigenous tribal groups are regarded as some of the most ancient populations. For
centuries, these communities have inhabited traditional ecological regions such as mountains
and forests, developing cultures that remain deeply interconnected with nature. Their social
life and cultural practices are closely associated with the natural environment in which they
reside. Tribal communities possess distinctive systems of worship, customs, rituals,
traditional medicine, and indigenous agricultural practices. Their livelihood patterns are
largely forest-dependent, relying on the collection of food resources, fuel, construction
materials, and medicinal herbs from woodland ecosystems. Hence, within the context of
Tamil Nadu, this study explores the habitat, distribution, livelihood patterns, and economic
conditions of tribal communities.

Keywords: Tribal, Nilgiris, Forest Produce, Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats.
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Abstract

Water is the basis for the happy life and rejuvenation of man in this world. This world
cannot live without water. In this way, sea water, river water, and waterfall water all mix in
man's life and acquire different values. River water is very useful for man to maintain his
health. It is said that the culture and civilization of the people developed on the banks of
rivers.Tirunelveli district is the lifeblood of the South, a place that showcases the culture and
civilization of the Tamil literature. All the rivers flowing in this district originate in the
Western Ghats and flow into the Bay of Bengal. The only river that has the distinction of
originating in Tamil Nadu and flowing into the sea in Tamil Nadu is the Thamirabarani.
Tirunelveli district is the lifeblood of the South, a place that celebrates the culture and
civilization of the Tamil literature. All the rivers flowing in this district originate in the
Western Ghats and merge into the Bay of Bengal. The only river that has the distinction of
originating in Tamil Nadu and merging into the sea in Tamil Nadu is the Thamirabarani. In
Tamil literature, such a Thamirabarani river is called the Porunai River. Hence, this article
aims to study the antiquity and speciality of this river.
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